Happy Holidays from the North
Shore of Lake Tahoe, our
home-away-from-home  ever
since Sam moved here six
years ago. We drove up here
after a wonderful month of
Christmas concerts, parties,
church activities, fundraisers,
and good times with friends
and family at homeI in Ventura.
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(This picture is too small but
we are both in this photo of our
church choir singing with the
CSU Channel Islands choir and
chamber orchestra.)

We hope your holidays were
good times for you and yours
and that 2009 is dawning
brightly for you.

Christmas would have been
much like recent ones except
that Tom's brother, Tim, and
his wife, Mary Ann, flew in from
San Antonio and stayed with
us a few days. It was great to
spend time with them! Right
now, we are enjoying a week in
the snowy mountains, enjoying
life with Sam and Jenn. We all
skied at Squaw on a beautiful
New Year's Eve day and today
Tom and Sam got in an
afternoon of skiing while it
snowed all day. Renata finally
had time to sort, edit, and
upload all the pictures she took
in recent weeks. Looking back
at the pictures, we're reminded
of some special times in the
recent year and share them
with you:
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commuter-style celebration of
Renata's birthday. She took a
few hours off work on her
birthday to drive to Redondo to
get a haircut and spend some
time on the Pier. Always off on
Fridays, she spent the day
enjoying the antiquities and
landscaping of the Getty Villa
in Malibu and the next day we
drove down to LA to visit the
Getty Museum's art,
architecture, and gardens
during the day with a concert at
the museum that night. Being
able to drive home after each
museum outing was nice,
especially since we had an
entire long weekend left to
relax and enjoy time at home.

(Mt. Pinos in February) '

The weather held out through
the MLK holiday weekend, but
rain began to fall the next day
and left over 5 %z inches of rain
and several feet of snow in the
local mountains six days later -
an incredible amount for
Southern California. What a
time for Alan to arrive from
Zurich for his annual winter
visit; it rained over half the time
he was in California! Rather

than enjoy sunny California
winter days, we had to
improvise and took a couple of
trips above Ojai to see the local
snow and the raging river and
creeks. The next month, Tom
and Renata got in two days of
skiing when we headed back to
Tahoe over the Presidents
holiday long weekend.

It was north again for Tom's
birthday and his spring break.
The two of us spent a couple of
nights in Yosemite where we
hiked through the giant sequoia
Mariposa Grove in the snow.

Sam met

us as we left
Yosemite and took Tom to
Tahoe for the rest of his break
(for more skiing) while Renata
drove back home to work.

Sam and Jenn came down our
way a few times last year and
we enjoyed going to a reggae

fest, a wedding, celebrating
Sam's birthday, and just
hanging out together for a few
days. Fourth of July weekend,
we all had fun as three
generations of friends and
family rendezvoused at the
Patton's wonderful spread in
the Santa Cruz Mountains.



Our summer plans were
drastically altered when Renata
tripped off our deck and broke
her leg in two places. (Timing
wasn’t totally horrible - it was
right after Renata finished her
months-long pond enlargement
project. Said project, btw, has
thus far been successful at
keeping the raccoons away
from_the koi and goldfish.

Thanks to an excellent
surgeon, a model patient, and
great physical therapy, she is
100% recovered and had no
problem skiing this week.
Being on crutches, then in a
cast, and finally a walking boot
meant missing both the United
Methodist and American
Library  Association annual

conferences. Tom also had to
cancel his Sierra fishing trip
that month.

Thankfully, we did not have to
cancel our Alaska vacation
mid-July, although we did
much less hiking than planned.
We took "red eye" flights in and
out of Anchorage and spent
eight fabulous days exploring
the Kenai Peninsula. We
stayed in a ski condo in
Girdwood (home of the Mt.
Alyeska resort) for three nights,
drove west and spent a couple
of nights in a very comfortable
garage-top apartment
overlooking the Ninilchik River
(where we saw moose in the
river and bald eagles in the
tree off our deck), then finished
the week with three nights in a
historic B&B in Seward. What
majestic views and so much
wildlife; Renata loved watching
the sun set after 11 pm! We
hope to go back sometime to
see the area around Mt.
Denali, when hiking through
the tundra will be more
plausible. Shortly after we got
back, Tom drove to Colorado
for a week of fishing with his
Brotherhood of the Trout
buddies, and then it was time
for him to start prepping for
teaching school again.

After seven years of teaching
kindergartners, Tom asked to
be moved to an older grade so
he wouldn't have to spend his
days on his knees. He is really
enjoying working with Fourth
Graders as he readjusts his
teaching skills to slightly older
students. Renata continues to
enjoy her job in South Oxnard
and recently completed a
special teen program that
involved photographing and
writing about the area around
the library. This was her first
grant application so she was
quite pleased to have been

among the twenty-one
California libraries chosen to
participate. The five digital
cameras, printer, and laptop
that were part of the grant have
already come in handy for
other teen library programs.

This brings us pretty much up-
to-date since the teen photo
exhibit gets taken down when
we return to work from our
winter vacation. We continue
to work on simplifying our lives
as we try to fit our activities,
work, and responsibilities into a
schedule that gives us more
time together while still
affording time to ourselves.
Life is good and we know we
are blessed. May 2009 bring
all that is good to you and
those you love. There is
always room if you are in our
area, please be sure to come
and visit!




